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Italy in Pittsburgh:

Ri.MED FELLOWS 
TRAINING PROGRAM



Ri.MED-UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
• Because of our success in helping to launch and manage IsMeTT, Ri.MED 

selected us to aid in managing the Biomedical Research and Biotechnology 
Center (BRBC), to be built in Carini, Sicily, and to train promising young Italian 
scientists to become the BRBC’s first cohort of investigators.

• UPMC and its sister institution, the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 
will help to manage the BRBC, with Pitt advising on building administration and 
the BRBC’s scientific efforts. 

• UPMC is one of the top 10 hospital centers in the U.S., as ranked by U.S. News & 
World Report.

• The University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine is a recognized leader in 
creating and sustaining the areas of biomedical research critical to the 
development of a biotechnology industry. 



UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
• Celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2012.

• Has nearly 2,300 regular faculty 
members, 583 MD students, and 
274 PhD students.

• Has 31 clinical and basic science 
departments.

• Currently ranks 5th in research 
support from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), with more 
than $456 million in fiscal year 2014.

• Since 1996, 115 companies have been formed based on licensing of 
technology developed at Pitt, most of them in the life sciences.



The Fondazione Ri.MED
Biomedical Research and Biotechnology Center, Carini, Italy

The BRBC is projected to house some 600 scientists and support personnel pursuing 
basic and translational research.



BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH AND BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTER

• Ri.MED will create the BRBC to promote new therapies, biological 
products, and diagnostic tests obtained by means of basic scientific 
research. The BRBC design is now being finalized, after which the building 
will open approximately three years from that date. 

• Research will focus on the following areas: 
• Structural biology
• Computational biology
• Drug discovery
• Vaccine development
• Biomedical devices
• Non-invasive imaging techniques
• Regenerative medicine and 

tissue engineering
• Treatments for neurodegenerative 

and psychiatric disorders 
Roberto Di Maio, PhD



Ri.MED FELLOWS

• Since 2007, the Ri.MED Foundation 
has been offering research 
fellowships to young, Italian, 
postdoctoral biomedical researchers. 

• Fellows are being trained to be the 
vanguard generation of researchers 
at the BRBC.

Sandra Cascio, PhD• The fellowships involve customized 
training and research at the University of Pittsburgh. 

• To date, the University of Pittsburgh has had 18 scholars in its Ri.MED program;
15 of these remain engaged. 



PROGRAM LEADERSHIP

Arthur S. Levine, MD

Ri.Med Scientific Director

Jeremy M. Berg, PhD

Chair, Fourth-Year Review Committees

Margaret C. McDonald, PhD, MFA

Ri.Med Program Director, Pittsburgh
Chiara Di Bartolo, MSc

Ri.Med Program Director, Palermo



Ri.MED FELLOWS: FACULTY MENTORS

• Fellows rotate through a few labs 
before formally choosing a 
long-term mentor. 

• Mentors are selected to participate 
in the Ri.MED program for their 
outstanding scientific expertise and because they’ve 
demonstrated excellent qualities as scientific advisors and 
mentors.

• Faculty mentors foster fellows’ career development and 
fully support fellows’ transition to independence.



ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
• Beginning in the fellows’ second year of training, an advisory 

committee is appointed to review each fellow’s research progress 
and career goals. 

• The committee is composed of three faculty 
members whose expertise complements 
fellows’ research interests.

• The goal of the advisory committee is to 
ensure Ri.MED fellows’ long-term career 
success and satisfaction.



SUPPORT AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

• Opportunities for networking and scientific interactions are 
provided through seminars, symposia, and social activities.

• Fellows also engage in 
activities aimed at scientific 
skill-building, grant-writing, 
making professional 
presentations, leadership, 
and research management 
skills. 



ASSESSMENTS
• The Ri.MED Scientific Advisory Committee assesses each 

Ri.MED scholar yearly to determine his/her eligibility for 
ongoing Ri.MED support. 

• After four years of fellowship, each Ri.MED scholar receives a 
fourth-year review by a committee of experts in his/her field 
to ensure that only fellows who have demonstrated the 
potential to become independent 
investigators continue to receive support 
from the Ri.MED Foundation. 

Riccardo Gottardi, PhD



Ri.MED FELLOWSHIP: OPPORTUNITIES, WAITING FOR BRBC

After at least one year at the 

University of Pittsburgh, 

fellows may apply to move to 

a European Center of 

Excellence. 

Fellows who complete a successful 

fourth-year review can be hired by 

the University of Pittsburgh as 

research associates, with continued 

Ri.MED support. 

Antonio D’Amore, PhD



UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
Ri.MED FELLOWS AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

Bruno Douradinha, PhD
Vaccine Development

Marco Fazzari, PhD
Drug Discovery

Maria Giovanna Francipane, PhD

Liver Regeneration
Riccardo Gottardi, PhD

Tissue Engineering
Sandra Cascio, PhD
Vaccine Development

Filippo Pullara, PhD
Vaccine Development

Paola Corti, PhD
Cardiac Regeneration

Antonio D’Amore, PhD

Tissue Engineering
Roberto Di Maio, PhD

Neuroscience



Chiara Cianciolo Cosentino, PhD

Regenerative Medicine (Zurich)
Pierangelo Cifelli, PhD

Neuroscience (Rome)
Chiara Cipollina, PhD

Drug Discovery (Palermo)

Claudia Coronnello, PhD
Computational Biology 

(Palermo)

Chiara Milanese, PhD

Neuroscience (Rotterdam)

Salvatore Pasta, PhD
Biomedical Devices 

(Palermo)

EUROPEAN Ri.MED FELLOWS



THANK YOU


